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SUBJECT: SOCIALISTS LOSE LAST STRONGHOLD IN HOKKAIDO 

1 . THE MAYORAL ELECTION LAST WEEK IN KUSHIRO, BY VOLUME JAPAN'S 
LARGEST FISHING PORT, SAW CONSERVATIVE INDEPENDENT, FORTY YEAR 
OLD TOSHIYUKI WANIBUCHI UPSET THREE-TERM SOCIALIST INCUMBENT 
TETSUO YAMAGUCHI. THE SOCIALISTS LOST THEIR LAST MAJOR STRONGHOLD 
IN HOKKAIDO BY A WIDE MARGIN (57 PERCENT VERSUS 43 PERCENT OF THE 
VOTE), REFLECTING PERHAPS A CONTINUING EXTENSION TO THE LOCAL LEVEL 
OF NATIONAL TRENDS TOWARD THE CENTER. DESPITE BOASTING THE SECOND 
LARGEST SOCIALIST PARTY PREFECTURAL MEMBERSHIP IN JAPAN, IN RECENT 
YEARS, THE HOKAIDO JSP HAS LOST MAYORSHIPS IN TWO OF THE LARGE 
MUNIC APALITIES : OBHIRO IN 1974 AND KIT AMI IN 1975. OVERALL, 

LEFTIST CONTROL OF HIKKAIDO CITIES AND TOWNS HAS DECLINED FROM 
14 IN 1971 TO 6 (OUT OF 32). 

2. JSP LEADERS TURNED OUT IN FORCE TO SUPPORT YAMAGUCHI. 

CHAIRMAN NARITA, SECRETARY GENERAL ISHIBASHI AND YOKOHAMA MAYOR 
ASUKATA ALL MADE APPEARANCES ON HIS BEHALF. BIT OBSERVERS 

HERE BELIEVE THAT IN VIEW OF THE DISINTERGRATION WITHIN JSP 
ITSELF, THESE VISITS MAY HAVE DONE AS MUCH HARM AS GOOD TO 
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YAMAGUCHI'S CAUSE. 

3. STRONG LDP SUPPORT CONTRIBUTED TO WANIBUCHI’S VICTORY- 
AND REJOICING REIGNED AT LDP HEADQUARTERS-BUT IN THE END, THE 
OUTCOME HINGED ON THE DECISION TAKEN IN TOKYO TO THROW KOMEITO'S 
CLAIMED 13,000 VOTES BEHIND WANIBUCHI. CONSIDERABLE DOUBT EXISTED 
BEFORE ELECTION DAY AS TO WHETHER KUSHIRO KOMEITO VOTERS, 
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WHO HAD SUPPORTED YAMAGUCHI IN THREE ELECTIONS, WOULD HEED THEIR 
PARTY'S DECISION TO BROADEN ITS COOPERATION WITH THE LDP AND 
THE DSP. 

4. THE CONSENSUS AMONG POLITICAL OBSERVERS IN SAPPORO IS THAT 
DESPITE HIS YOUTH (HE IS 49), AND HIS OVERWHELMING POPULARITY IN 
PREVIOUS ELECTIONS, IN SEEKING A FOURTH TERM YAMAGUCHI HAD ALSO 
SIMPLY RUN OUT OF STEAM. ALTHOUGH NOT ANTI-AMERICAN— HE 
ACCEPTED AN INTERNATIONAL VISITORS GRANT- YAMAGUCHI HAD FUEDED 
FOR THE LAST TWELVE YEARS, SOMETIMES BITTERLY, WITH 
BOTH THE CONSERVATIVE PREFECTURAL GOVERNMENT AND THE GOJ. HIS 
ANTI-INDUSTRIALIZATION BIAS REPORTEDLY DISCOURAGED BUSINESSES 
FROM LOCATING IN KUSHIRO, CONTRIBUTING TO THE CITY'S 
ECONOMIC STAGNATION. MILITANTLY ANTI-JSDF, YAMAGUCHI LEPT ON 
THE SAPPORO HIGH COURT RULING THAT THE SELF DEFENSE FORCES ARE 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL TO CLOSE THE RECRUITING OFFICE IN KUSHIRO CITY 
HALL AND BARRED SDF SHIP CALLS. BUT PERHAPS THE MOST SERIOUS 
IRRITANT TO THE CONSERVATIVE CAMP WAS YAMAGUCHIS ATTEMPTS TO 
BYPASS GOJ NEGOTIATORS TRYING TO SOLVE THE 200-MILE 
FISHING ZONE PROBLEMS. YAMAGUCHI APPARENTLY GOT SOME POLITICAL 
MILEAGE OUT OF AN APPEAL TO THE NORTH PACIFIC FISHERIES CONSUL 
IN ALASKA EARLIER THIS YEAR. BUT THIS FAILURE TO CONCLUDE AN 
"AGREEMENT" WITH THE SOVIETS TO SUPPLY KUSHIRO WITH ALASKAN 
POLLACK, ALLEGEDLY CONFIRMED 

KUSHIRO FISHING INTERESTS THAT THE FISHING ISSUE SHOULD BE LEFT 
TO THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. 
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5. THE KUSHIRO ELECTION DEFEAT HAS THROWN THE HOKKAIDO JSP INTO 
DISARRAY. THE ENTIRE LEADERSHIP HAS RESIGNED IN DISGRACE, ALTHOUGH 
THEY WILL PROBABLY BE RE-INSTATED AT A GENERAL MEETING LATER THIS 
MONTH. ALREADY RENT WITH DISCORD NATIONALLY, THE JSP 

CAN HARDLY AFFORT TO SEE ONE OF ITS MOST POWERFUL LOCAL 
ORGANIZATIONS IMMOBILIZED. 

6. NATIONALLY, THE CONSERVATIVES CAN TAKE HEART IN WANTIBUCHI'S 
VICTORY, BUT THE BIG WINNER WOULD SEEM TO BE THE KOMEITO, 

WITHOUT WHOSE SUPPORT WANIBUCHI WOULD HAVE FAILED FOR A SECOND 
TIME IN A BID FOR THE MAYORSHIP. IT WILL BE INTERESTING TO SEE 

IF THE KOMEITO SWITCHES ITS SUPPORT FROM JSP INCUMBANTS SHIMANO TO 
A MODERATE CANDIDATE IN THE SENDAI MAYORAL ELECTION NEXT FEBRUARY. 
WESTMORE 
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